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For anyone who feels afraid
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Mom? What is it, 

       honey?

My stomach feels 

funny.

Do you need to 

throw up?
No!

I . . . I 

dunno!

I threw up about twenty 

minutes ago . . .

We may 

have caught 

your sister’s 

stomach flu. 
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 Try to do it. 

You’ll feel 

        better.

. . .
I don’t 

know how.

Well, when your body is ready, 

you’ll just --
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Good job, 

kiddo. Here’s 

some water.

Ugggh . . .

Why does this taste 

sweet?!
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Artichokes.

Huh?

We ate artichokes for dinner, which have 

a chemical in them that makes water taste 

                       sweet. The same is true --

if you 

barf them, 

too!

Gross.
Try and get some 

sleep, okay?

Mmm.
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Honey -- move -- I 

           need to --
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 . . . And then my mom 

and I spent the rest of 

                    the night puking!!

. . . . . . 

Raina, you are grossing 

us out!

Sorry, 

Nicole. 

7



Coffee . . .

Fourth grade was pretty much 

one long gross-out contest.

tea . . .

milk-

shake . . .

Pee!! Hey!

8



The stomach flu made 

the rounds to a lot of 

us that season.
Guys!!

Teddy Shanahan barfed in the 

middle of the yard at the end 

of recess . . .

And he dropped his 

pencil in it!
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Poor Teddy. I would not want that to 

happen to me. 

Pencil puke!!!

Pencil 

puke!

Pencil 

puke!

 Pencil 

puke!
 Pencil 

puke!

A few days later, when Teddy 

returned to school . . .
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Check out Calvin’s 

expression in the third 

           panel! isn’t that 

                   great?!

I swear you have to look in a 

mirror sometimes to see 

how faces react.

  This reminds me 

of a cartoon I saw on 

TV the other day . . .

I was a nervous kid.

Shy.

Most of the time.

Quiet . . .

Self-conscious.
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Ugh, you nerds and your 

stupid cartoons.
Technically, this is a 

comic strip. See?

Okay, Miss Technicality. What’s that 

you’re eating for lunch today? 

Dog 

food?

Whatever, Michelle! This is 

kimbap and jumuk bap!

My mom made it! it’s 

really good!

You 

don’t 

know 

any-

thing!
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it’s not a 

fact.

I really, 

really like 

chips. 

Your food is 

weird and that’s 

a fact.

Yeah, Michelle 

is just mean.

I  like pizza, Coke,

ice cream,  peanut butter

and jelly sandwiches,

tacos, and chips. 

And you 

wanna 

talk about 

weird? 

You should 

see the way 

my family 

eats. 
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Ew.

“My little brother, Will, is only one and a half. He 

eats baby carrots, taco shells, grated cheddar 

cheese, and raw spaghetti. That’s it.” 

“My sister, Amara, is five. She likes 

salad. And French fries. And ketchup. 

Sooo much ketchup. She’ll eat pizza, 

but she rips the cheese off first.”
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My dad eats 

cheese. 

On 

pizza?

Huh? Oh, yeah, 

we all do. 

   Except 

your sister.

it’s what’s for 

dinner!

“My dad really likes 

cheese. A lot. A lot-lot.” 
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Mmm.

Mmm.

Shh.

Even after we barfed 

them?!

“My mom’s perfect meal -- get 

this -- is a glass of milk, a steamed 

artichoke, and mayonnaise.”
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Taco night? Real 

weird. 
Yeah, but it’s taco night, 

like, four times a week. 

Hi, Mom! What are 

we . . . oh. 
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Later
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Mom? Can 

     you come up  

        here?

What is it, Raina? 

          You okay?
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Are you sick again, 

honey?

I think 

so . . .

I . . .
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I didn’t 

puke.



But the thought 

that I might . . .

Gasp!
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Was worse than if 

I actually had. 

Ahhhhhh!!!
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is 

Raina 

sick, 

Mom?

Yes. She 

needs to 

rest. 
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But something was 

definitely wrong. 

“SICK” ISN’T 

Quite THE RIGHT 

WORD FOR IT.
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